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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . In this Office action, Examiner has set forth rejections with respect to the subject 
matter of claims 4, 5, 7, 9, and 10 which was previously indicated as allowable, thereby 
making this action non-final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-4, 6-8, 11, 14-21, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Fukushima et al. (2001/0052712). 

Regarding claim 1 , Fukushima et al. discloses a vehicle having a support 
structure comprising: a shell (14, Figure 3) attached to the vehicle, the shell including 
first and second end portions and a bottom portion extending at least partially between 
the first and second end portions (Figure 6), the shell at least partially defining a storage 
chamber and including an opening providing access to the storage chamber, the 
opening being adjacent to the first end portion (Figure 6); a support member (1) 
internally contained within the vehicle (contained within the shell which is part of the 
vehicle, thus contained within the vehicle), the support member being slidably 
positioned above the bottom portion and movable back and forth along a movement 
path from a first position (Figure 1) in which the support member is substantially 
disposed within the shell and a second position (Figure 2) in which the support member 
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is at least partially disposed outside the shell, the support member including a lower 
interface surface for directly contacting an upper interface surface (17) of the bottom 
portion of the shell in sliding engagement as the support member is moved along the 
movement path (col. 5 lines 50-53); and a retention member (26) fixedly attached to the 
shell, the retention member interfacing a side section of the support member and 
configured to permit sliding movement of the support member along the movement path 
with respect to the shell (col. 6 lines 65+), and being operative to limit movement of the 
support member with respect to the shell in at least one direction substantially 
perpendicular to the movement path. 

Regarding the system being used to support a spare tire, the initial statement of 
intended use and all other functional implications have been carefully considered but 
are deemed not to impose any patentably distinguishing structure over that disclosed by 
Fukushima et al. which is capable of being used in the intended manner, i.e., to hold a 
spare tire in a sliding vehicle compartment. There is no structure in Fukushima et al. 
that would prohibit such functional intended use (see MPEP 2111). 

Regarding claim 2, the second end portion of the shell as disclosed by 
Fukushima et al. includes rounded corners (Figure 6), the round shape corresponding to 
the round shape of a spare tire in that both are round or curved, effectively satisfying the 
limitations of the claim. 

Regarding claim 3, Fukushima et al. discloses stoppers (15) configured to 
engage the support member, the stoppers being disposed adjacent to the second end 
portion of the support member, effectively satisfying the limitations of the claim. 
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Regarding claim 4, the support member of Fukushima et al. includes an 
outwardly projecting protrusion (28) and the bottom portion (B, Figure below) of the shell 
includes an inwardly extending recess (26) adapted to receive the protrusion. 




Regarding claims 6 and 7, Fukushima et al. discloses an outer edge (rear wall, 
adjacent retention members 15) on the support member, the outer edge extending 
outwardly and generally perpendicularly from the movement path. The outer edge 
interfaces with the retention members when the support member is in the first position. 

Regarding claims 8 and 1 1 , the retention members (two each of 15 or 26) of 
Fukushima et al. are in fact components of, or constituents of, the shell. Therefore 
Examiner considers these retention members to satisfy at least on definition of being 
integral with the shell, effectively satisfying the limitations of the claim. 

Regarding claim 14, the shell of Fukushima et al. clearly has two sidewalls, or 
side portions, extending between the front and back walls, or the first and second end 
portions of the shell, effectively satisfying the limitations of the claim. 

Regarding claim 15, Fukushima et al. disclose the support member and shell 
having a cooperative locking configuration (26/28/1 6/32a) for substantially inhibiting 
sliding movement of the support member relative to the shell along the movement path 
when the support member is at the first position, wherein a portion (16/32a) of the 
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cooperative locking configuration provided by the support member is further configured 
for substantially inhibiting sliding movement of the support member relative to the shell 
along the movement path when the support member is at the second position. 

Regarding claims 16 and 21 Fukushima et al. discloses a locking configuration 
(26/28/1 6/32a) for substantially inhibiting sliding movement of the support member 
relative to the shell along the movement path when the support member is selectively 
positioned relative to the shell. In order to function properly, the locking members (26 & 
32a) on the shell must be aligned with the mating locking members (28 & 16) on the 
support member, effectively acting as a complementary geometry, and satisfying the 
limitations of the claim. 

Regarding claim 17, the complementary geometry (26/28/1 6/32a) of Fukushima 
et al. includes a flange (28) and the locking member (26) has a recess for receiving the 
flange (see Figures 6 & 8). 

Regarding claim 18, the bottom portion (B, Figure above) of the shell of 
Fukushima et al. includes the recessed region (26). 

Regarding claim 19, Fukushima et al. disclose two complementary geometry sets 
(26/28/1 6/32a, Figure 6), which would include one recess in each of the locking 
mechanisms (26), effectively satisfying the limitations of the claim. 

Regarding claim 20, the cooperative locking configuration (26/28/1 6/32a) of 
Fukushima et al. comprises an edge (28) protruding from support member (1) (Figure 
8), the protruding edge effectively holding the support member in place when locked 
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with member (26), satisfying at least one definition of the word "flange." Therefore, 
Examiner considers the limitations of the claim to be satisfied. 

Regarding claim 27, Fukushima et al. disclose a retention member (26) fixedly 
attached to the shell, the retention member interfacing a side section of the support 
member and configured to permit sliding movement of the support member along the 
movement path with respect to the shell (col. 6 lines 65+), and being operative to limit 
movement of the support member with respect to the shell in at least one direction 
substantially perpendicular to the movement path. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 5, 12, 13, and 22-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fukushima et al. in view of Kennedy (4,676,415). 

Regarding claims 22 and 23, Fukushima et al. discloses the claimed invention 
except for the aligned arrangement including.apertures adapted to receive a locking 
member to inhibit sliding movement of the support member relative to the shell and the 
locking member comprising at least one of a pin and a rod. 

Kennedy, however, discloses a spare tire support system that includes a spare 
tire support member adapted to slide between two positions in the trunk of a car. 
Kennedy teaches that the spare tire support member can be locked in place and thus 
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prevented from sliding using a locking pin (92) through apertures in both the spare tire 
support member and the shell in which it slides (Figure 2). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the support structure of Fukushima et al. by either 
replacing the locking configuration (26/28) with an art equivalent locking configuration, 
such as that taught by Kennedy, or by adding another locking configuration in addition 
to the already existing locking configuration, the new locking configuration involving a 
locking pin and apertures, as taught by Kennedy, in order to further prevent the support 
member from sliding within the shell. 

Regarding claims 12, 13, 24 and 25, Fukushima et al. fails to disclose the vehicle 
being a pickup truck and the support structure being attached to a bed of a pickup truck. 
Kennedy, however, teaches that it is already known in the art to attach sliding storage 
compartments to the beds of pickup trucks (Figures 1-3). It would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was that the support 
structure of Fukushima et al. could be implemented in any number of vehicles, including 
being attached underneath the beds of pickup trucks, as taught by Kennedy, in order to 
store a spare tire in the vehicle for use by the vehicle operator in case of an emergency. 

Regarding claim 5, Fukushima et al. discloses the claimed invention except the 
support member has the projection and the shell has the recess, rather than the support 
member having the recess and the shell having the projection. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to form 
the recess on the support member and the projection on the shell, since it has been 
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held that a mere reversal of the essential working parts of a device involves only routine 
skill in the art. In re Einstein, 8 USPQ 167. 

6. Claims 9 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fukushima et al. in view of Pilliod (US 5,484,198 A). 

Fukushima et al. disclose the claimed invention except for the retention member 
including a wheel or rotating member. Note that Fukushima et al. disclose rollers (30) 
that help the support member slide in the sliding direction and also a stop (25) to limit 
the support member's withdrawal from the shell (col. 7 lines 35-42). 

Pilliod also discloses a support member (drawer) and shell (52) system and 
teaches that rollers (40) may be attached to the shell to interact with a guide rail (10) 
implemented on the side of the support member in order to facilitate the support 
member's sliding movement, like those of Fukushima et al., wherein the guide member 
is configured to limit withdrawal of the support member from the shell, like the stop 
member (25) of Fukushima et al. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to replace the rollers and stop member of 
Fukushima et al. with a guide structure, such as that taught by Pilliod, since both 
structures help the support member slide in the sliding direction and limit the support 
member's withdrawal from the shell. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed 5/15/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 
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Applicant has asserted that Fukushima et al. fails to disclose a support member 
internally contained within the vehicle. Examiner maintains the position that the 
drawer/tray (1) of Fukushima et al. is an equivalent to the support member as claimed 
by Applicant. In its first stored position, the drawer/tray (1) of Fukushima et al. is 
internally contained within the structural perimeter of the vehicle and is therefore 
effectively contained within the vehicle. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited art relates to vehicle storage compartments/drawers, 
as well as drawers in general. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Justin M. Larson whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8649. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 7am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan J. Newhouse can be reached on (571) 272-4544. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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7/31/06 




